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Welcome to the ‘16 SPRING  Issue of the MAAC Newsletter !!! 
 

Officers and Board of Directors welcome you to the Spring 2016 
newsletter…  If you have already  received a copy of this MAAC Newsletter 

and, in an effort to get the message out to all member clubs (or not yet 
members) of this association, please pass this along to another interested 
Auto Enthiusiast or Collector. Pls take note: 

 
 The Slate of 2016 Officers remains the same as 2015.       
 Reminder to all association members (or not…) - 2016 Dues are Due  

 

 

NEXT MEETING !!! 
 

THURS – 7PM 
April 07, 2016 

Lower Level 
Bass Pro Shop  Rte 1 

FOXBORO, MA. The President’s Message 
 

Spring has arrived and with nice weather comes the start of the automotive season. MAAC’s general 
meeting will be April 7th at the Bass Pro Shop (lower level conference room) at 7PM. We will be 
having elections, talking about important legislation and hearing from our Lobbyist - Jack Bartley. 

When driving around this season, I want you to ponder: Is MAAC representing the hobbyist or the general 
automotive enthusiast? If we look at the numbers: there are 2.5 million passenger cars registered in the 
Commonwealth, by contrast there are only 5,188 Year of Manufacture registrations. The state does not collect how 
many Antiques or Hot Rods there are in the state, but I would estimate no more than 10,000. There are bills that 
are just important to the hobbyist, and there are bills that will have a broader impact.  I think MAAC should 
represent both, but I want to hear your opinion. 
 
It was a busy winter for MAAC and I think that is reflected in the “Beacon Hill” report found later in this 
newsletter.  We identified 17 bills that could affect enthusiasts, and MAAC was up on the Hill several times, talking 
to the legislature and testifying before the Joint Transportation Committee.  As I said last year, I wanted MAAC to 
have more of a presence in the legislature and with the automobile enthusiasts’ community, and I think we have 
done that.  Do we have more to do?  Could we be more of a force?  You bet!  But we are making the voice of the 
hobbyist and enthusiast heard. 
 
One bill of great interest could change the tax paid when purchasing an older car in a private sale. Today, the tax 
calculated does not take into account the condition of the vehicle, and we are working hard to change this. 
All the work comes with a cost, as we have engaged our lobbyist to help drive this bill to the floor of the 
legislature, and this effort will drain our fund.  Please talk with your clubs, and encourage them to donate 
to the MAAC “Special Projects” fund so we can continue to work hard. Write checks & mail to: MAAC 
Special Projects Account, c/o Dean Zwicker, 9 Clapp Street, Norton, MA. 02766  
 
Like last year, please let us know if you would like MAAC to come talk to your club or if you have a question, drop 
us a line.  Lastly, I want to encourage you (hobbyist or enthusiast) to get out on the road and have fun driving the 
great roads of the Commonwealth.    

William Ellis – President of MAAC 
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2015 Officers & Board of Directors 
 
 PRESIDENT:  William Ellis   
  William_Ellis@Lotsoc.com 
 
VICE PRES:   Dean Zwicker 508-285-3211 
  zwhizzerman@aol.com  
 
SECRETARY:  Dennis Newman   
 dma.newman@comcast.net  

 
TREASURER:   Doug Linden 508-485-7575 
 DougLinden@aol.com 
  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

 

John Buchanan  508-222-0929  
     usjbh@comcast.net 
Bruce Newcomb      
              brucenewcomb@hotmail.com  
Jack Schnyer       781-447-1000    
   jschnyer@comcast.net 
 

Carl Weber    Hudson654@aol.com 
 

John Viera -  javjo520@aol.com 
 

Tom Yoder      yoda@net1plus.com 
 
EDITOR  & WEBMEISTER:        

       Tom Yoder     978 502-6641   
     yoda@net1plus.com  

  

MAAC Website: www.massautoclubs.org 
 

In Memoriam  ~ MAAC Founder   
Paul J. Dias 1938 - 2012 

  A lot has happened this past year in the world of the Massachusetts Association of Auto Clubs 
(MAAC). While Trump vows to make America great again. MAAC is also working hard to 
make itself great again. Of the more than 5,000 bills submitted by our Senators and 

Representative at the beginning of the 189th General Court 
in 2015, MAAC identified 17 bills of interest to the more 
than 300 car clubs and the more than 100,000 auto 
enthusiasts in Massachusetts.  

 Now, one would think, with all this Horse Power under the 
hood, there would be a lot more interest from the 300 and 
100,000. The sad fact is, unless the sky is falling, thoughts 
of completing that last winter project or the succumbing to 
the smell of the latest Mother’s wax-of-the-month seems to 
take priority as spring auto flea markets and cruise nights 
start popping up all over New England. 

For those of you who aren’t aware of MAAC, here’s a 
little background; MAAC is your organization that 
brought Agreed Value Insurance to Massachusetts and 
Year of Manufacturing plates to be used on antique 
vehicles through the use of its lobbyist, who 
also happens to be an auto enthusiast. MAAC 
also successfully fought repeated attempts 
to ban the sale of after-market exhaust 
systems that were championed by those with a mistaken 
belief that banning sales would curb loud exhaust noise 
from road yahoos. Then there was the botched (my words) 
Kit Car Street Rod & Custom Car legislation that was 
passed and implemented in 2012. MAAC doesn’t take any 
credit, or blame for that matter, for this one. This 
legislation was also driven by the mistaken belief that this 
very needed and simple Chapter 90 change would get done 
cleanly through the Power of the SEMA Action Network 
without the aid of a skilled and knowledgeable registered 
lobbyist, just like they had done successfully in many other 
states. They were wrong. The Massachusetts legislative 

process can be frustrating for even the most connected and skilled politicians and that 
particular legislation, while helping the kit car owners get their cars through an inspection 
and titling process, has been a thorn in the street rod and custom car owner community. 

In 2013 and 2014 MAAC fought against an attempt to issue a certificate of rejection for 
vehicles with date coded tires older than 6 years, including its full sized spare. These 
examples point to a constant need to be vigilant with each Legislative General Court and 
MAAC is the only organization that is dedicated to the special interests of Massachusetts 
auto hobbyists. I first learned about MAAC, back in the days when they were soliciting 
financial support from car clubs to help pay for their lobbyist to help get the insurance laws  

Massachusetts Association of Auto Clubs (MAAC)  
    – musings from John Buchanan 

changed that would allow Agreed Value Insurers to sell their policies to Massachusetts antique 
car owners. It worked. And I, like most of you, have benefited each year when we get our annual 
insurance bills.  
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Well, there has been another major financial inequity since 2009 for those of us that have 
purchased a project  or antique vehicle via private sale. In August 1, 2009 (Title IX Chapter 
64I Section 4) the new determination rule for calculating sales tax for Non-Dealer Sales (a.k.a. 
private sale) is that the actual amount paid by the purchaser to the seller for the motor 
vehicle or the clean trade-in value of the motor vehicle, whichever is greater, regardless of 
the actual condition of the vehicle will be considered the Book Value for use tax purposes. 
What this means is, if you haul a rusted derelict 1955 Chevy Nomad out of the woods that you 
paid the former owner $500 for and hauled it home to Massachusetts with visions of someday 
restoring it to its former glory, or just to get it road worthy, be prepared to pay a sales tax based 
upon the black book value of $55,000, or there about, according to the 2009 Title IX law change 
when you attempt to get your title. In 2015 House Bill 3782 was submitted by Rep. Pignatelli to 
correct this onerous tax situation and it is now stuck in Ways and Means and is in need of an 
assist by all interested MAAC members including the professional services of its registered 
lobbyist.  

This House Bill 3782 and several others bills that were recently heard and 
approved by the Joint Transportation Committee will be discussed at the 
upcoming April 7 quarterly MAAC meeting being held at 7:00 PM in the Bass Pro Shops 
Conservation Room in Foxborough. MAAC would like to see all MAAC car club 
representatives and other interested auto enthusiasts attend this meeting. MAAC’s lobbyist 
Jack Bartley from the Beacon Hill Consulting Group, an avid auto enthusiast, will be there 
to answer questions about the importance of lobbying efforts in Massachusetts.  

I can definitely say from my own experience over the past 10 years of actively fighting both for 
and against legislation on Beacon Hill, there are times when bringing your lobbyist on board is 

the only way that will ensure needed legislation has a chance of being passed, 
and this is one of those time.  
 

- John Buchanan, MAAC Elder Statesman & Long-time Board Member 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Massachusetts Association of Auto Clubs (MAAC)  
- CONTINUED from Previous  PAGE. 

MAAC Represents MASS Auto Enthusiasts at Recent JTC Hearings 

Dave & Sarah Robson testify on S1834
the Street Rod & Custom Bill 

William Ellis & John Buchanan present the MAAC 
supporting paper for S1830 YOM bill and others. 
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MAAC has reviewed all the House and Senate Bills submitted to the 189th General Court which the Clerk’s office began 
posting on March 10, 2015and MAAC reviewed at the April 23, MAAC Meeting and determine which bills of interest MAAC 
should be following during the 189th General Court. MAAC’s Lobbyist Jack Bartley has been retained by vote of the Board to 
facilitate passage of H3782, an Act relative to value of classic & antique vehicles in calculating sales tax. 

Bill H.2522 By Collen M. Garry of Dracut, an Act relative to the automobile excise tax 
Amend Section 1 Chapter 60A replace the second sentence which contains the current table of values with “the value of the motor 
vehicle shall be the actual cost to the owner to purchase the vehicle and must be evidenced by a sworn written statement of the seller.” 
Petitioner: Colleen M. Garry     
Joint Committee Hearing was held on 9/29/2015   
   

Bill H.2695 By Chris Walsh of Framingham, an Act eliminating the excise tax in the 8th and succeeding years 
Amend Section 1 Chapter 60A replace after “in the fifth” add “through the seventh year… 10%” then add at the end of the list, ‘in the 
eighth and succeeding years… none”   
Petitioners: Chris Walsh, Josh S. Cutler, Leah Cole, Richard J. Ross, Kevin J. Kuros   
Joint Committee Hearing was held on 9/29/2015   
 

Bill H.2956 By Thomas J. Coulter of Kingston, an Act relative to antique boats, automobiles and motorcycles 
Amend Section 1 Chapter 90 by inserting after the word ambulance the following definitions:…..”   

Petitioners: Thomas J. Calter, Josh S. Cutler, Carlos Gonzalez, Robert L. Hedlund, Steven 
S. Howitt, Michael O. Moore, Keiko M. Orrall, Dennis A. Rosa, Bruce E. Tarr, Chris Walsh 
Joint Committee Hearing was held on 11/9/2015   

 

Bill H.2973 By Angelo L D’Emilia of Bridgewater, an Act relative to noise regulations 
for motorcycles 
Amend Section 16 Chapter 90 by appending with the following sentence, “In determining if a 

motorcycle is in compliance, the definitions, testing regulations, and maximum sound levels as defined in Chapter 90. Sections 7T, 7S, 
and 7U will be applied. ”   
Petitioners: Angelo L. D'Emilia, Shawn Dooley, James R. Miceli, David T. Vieira, Bradford R. Hill, Bradley H. Jones, Jr., 
Paul McMurtry, Richard J. Ross, Carolyn C. Dykema, F. Jay Barrows, Mathew Muratore, Keiko M. Orrall, John V. 
Fernandes, Susan Williams Gifford, Todd M. Smola, Timothy R. Whelan, Benjamin Swan 
Joint Committee Hearing was held on 11/9/2015   
 

Bill H.3018 By Steven S. Howitt of Seekonk, an Act relative to historic route designation for U.S. Rtes. 1, 6 & 20 
Section 1: Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, U.S. Route 1, Route 20 and Route 6 shall be designated and 
known as historic United States Routes. MassDOT shall erect and maintain suitable markers bearing that designation in compliance 
with the standards of the department.  
Petitioners: Steven S. Howitt, Sarah K. Peake, Carolyn C. Dykema 
Joint Committee Hearing was held on 1/6/2016 – MAAC presented a letter of support for passage 
 

Bill H.3022 By Louis L. Kafka of Sharon, an Act relative to the display of decorative number plates.  
Section 1 of Chapter 90: amended to add a new definition for “Decorative Plate”; Section 2 amended if two plates are issued by the 
Registrar, to allow one plate to be attached to the rear and one to the front or may be returned by the owner to the Registrar; Section 3 
amended that vehicles displaying one plate visible at the rear and not displaying one at the front of said vehicle may attach a decorative 
plate to the front of said vehicle. 
Petitioners: Michael J. Hyde  
Joint Committee Hearing was held on 2/24/2016  
 

Bill H.3088 By Todd M. Smola of Palmer, establish a special historic Massachusetts highway commission  
Section 1: Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, establish a special commission to identify, preserve and 
commemorate historic roadways in Massachusetts.  
Section 2: The commission shall identify historic roadways in Massachusetts as well as means for preserving and commemorating said 
roadways. Study results to be reported by December 31, 2016.   
Petitioners: Michael J. Hyde  
Joint Committee Hearing was held on 1/6/2016 – MAAC presented its position in support for passage 

BEACON HILL WATCH 2016 (March 4, 2016 update) 
189th General Court (2015-2016) 

Bill H.3091 By Theodore C. Speliotis of Danvers, an Act to further regulate motorcycle exhaust sound levels  
Using ANSI S1.4-971 or any successor sound level meter specifications and measured in accordance with the provisions of the SAE 
International Recommended Practice SAE J2825 for On-Highway Motorcycles; 92 dBA at idle, 96 dBA @ 2000 rpm or 75% 
maximum engine speed whichever is less (3 or 4 or more cylinders); 100 dBA @ 5000 rpm or 75% maximum engine speed 
whichever is less (3 or 4 cylinders). Petitioners: Theodore C. Speliotis 
Joint Committee Hearing was held on 11/9/2015 – letter sent to Rep. Speliotis on 6/29/2015 in support of this bill 
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Bill H.3091 By Theodore C. Speliotis of Danvers, an Act to further regulate motorcycle exhaust sound levels  
Using ANSI S1.4-971 or any successor sound level meter specifications and measured in accordance with the provisions of the SAE 
International Recommended Practice SAE J2825 for On-Highway Motorcycles; 92 dBA at idle, 96 dBA @ 2000 rpm or 75% maximum 
engine speed whichever is less (3 or 4 or more cylinders); 100 dBA @ 5000 rpm or 75% maximum engine speed whichever is less (3 or 
4 cylinders). Petitioners: Theodore C. Speliotis 
Joint Committee Hearing was held on 11/9/2015 – letter sent to Rep. Speliotis on 6/29/2015 in support of this bill 
 

Bill H.3097 By William M. Strauss of Mattapoisett, an Act relative to antique motor vehicle inspections  
SECTION 1. Section 7A of Chapter 90: amended to exempt antique automobiles that are 75 years old or older, whose owners are 
members of a recognized automobile club, from the annual vehicle safety inspection program and a vehicle exempt under this section 
that changes ownership shall be required to have a vehicle safety inspection performed within 7 days of being registered by the new 
owner. Petitioners: William M. Straus 
Joint Committee on Transportation Hearing scheduled for Monday 3/7/2016 at 2:00 PM with MAAC attending 
 

Bill H.3514 By W. Pignatelli of Lenox, an Act relative to value of classic & antique vehicles in calculating sales tax 
Would instruct the Commissioner of Revenue to establish new rules for assessing the values of cars over 25 years old. 
Petitioners: William “Smitty” Pignatelli 
Committee on Revenue Public Hearing held on 7/21/2015 with Rep. Pignatelli testifying. 
Accompanied a new draft on 9/30/2015 see H3782 below     
 

Bill H.3782 By W. Pignatelli of Lenox, an Act relative to value of classic & antique vehicles in calculating sales tax 
1) Would instruct the Commissioner of Revenue to establish new rules for assessing the values of cars over 25 years old. 
2) May establish other rules & regulations for accepting values below these values for other motor vehicles based on the condition of the 
vehicle at the time of sale or other factors as may be appropriate. 
New Draft of H3514 reported from the committee on 9/30/2015 and was reported favorably by committee and Referred to the 
committee on House Ways and Means on 9/30/2015 
 

Bill S.1585 By Bruce E. Tarr of Gloucester, an Act relative to sales of automobiles 
SECTION 1. Section 4 of Chapter 641: amended for purposes of determination, the sales price of any motor vehicle, except registered 
vendors, shall be the actual amount paid by the purchaser to the vendor as documented by a notarized bill of sale or the sales price shall 
be determined by the clean trade-in value if a notarized bill of sale is not provided. 
Petitioners: Bruce E. Tarr, Timothy R. Madden 
Committee on Revenue Public Hearing was held on 7/21/2015   
 

Bill S.1805 By William N. Brownsberger of Belmont, an Act relative to motor 
vehicle registration plates; single plate 
SECTION 1. Section 2 of Chapter 90: amended by striking out the words “two number plates 
of suitable design” and inserting the words “one number plate of suitable design to be placed at the rear of the vehicle”  
Petitioners: Richard Carlson 
Joint Committee on Transportation Hearing scheduled for Monday 3/7/2016 at 2:00 PM with MAAC attending 
 

Bill S.1830 By Anne M. Gobi of Spencer, an Act relative to Year of Manufacture Registration Plates 
SECTION 1. Section 6 of Chapter 90: amend by inserting after the word “section” in line 40 the following: “However, the restoration of 
year of manufacture registration plates, painted and restored to their original year of manufacture colors and design, will not be 
considered altering such registration plates when used on antique automobiles. 
Petitioners: Anne M. Gobi, Paul McMurty, Keiko M. Orrall  
Joint Committee on Transportation Hearing scheduled for Monday 3/7/2016 at 2:00 PM with MAAC attending 
 

Bill S.1834 By Anne M. Gobi of Spencer, an Act relative to street rods and custom vehicles 
SECTION 1. Section 2H of Chapter 90:  Amends the following Sections 2H, 7DD and 33 to address the issue of the original VIN being 
replaced with a MA VIN and other problems associated with registering and titling street rods and customs when the original street rod 
bill was passed into law. Petitioners: Anne M. Gobi, James R. Miceli 
Joint Committee on Transportation Hearing scheduled for Monday 3/7/2016 at 2:00 PM with MAAC attending 
 

Bill S.1845 By Thomas P. Kennedy of Brockton, an Act relative to motorcycle noise 
Using ANSI S1.4-971 or any successor sound level meter specifications and measured in accordance with the provisions of the SAE 
International Recommended Practice SAE J2825 for On-Highway Motorcycles; 92 dBA at idle, 96 dBA @ 2000 rpm or 75% maximum 
engine speed whichever is less (3 or 4 or more cylinders); 100 dBA @ 5000 rpm or 75% maximum engine speed whichever is less (3 or 
4 cylinders)   Petitioners: Thomas P. Kennedy 
Joint Committee Hearing was held on 11/9/2015 

Continued - BEACON HILL WATCH 2015 (March 4, 2016 update) 
189th General Court (2015-2016) 

~ ~ The Beacon Hill Watch information is complied by Senior MAAC Director John Buchanan  / usjbh@comcast.net  
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During the January 2016 meeting, the slate of 
MAAC Officers for 2016 was proposed. At that 
meeting, it was also voted to accept this slate for 
presentation to the membership for a final vote at the 
April membership meeting; they are as follows: 
 
 

William Ellis   President 
Dean Zwicker  Vice-President 
Dennis Newman Secretary 
Doug Linden   Treasurer 
 

Promoting the interests of the hobby… 
 

Since 1970, the Massachusetts Association of Auto Clubs (MAAC) has worked behind the 
scenes to protect the interests of ALL automotive enthusiasts, antique & collector car 
hobbyists in areas such as: Agreed value insurance; Year of manufacture license plates; 
Exempting antiques from emissions testing; and exempting vehicles built before 1966 from 
requiring seat belts. 

 
 

What’s ‘On the Agenda’ for Our April Meeting ??? 
 
Update on the bills up on Beacon Hill, a critique on how MAAC can continue to get the word out as we 
head into the Summer 2016. WE will be holding our Annual 2016 Elections (see above Nomination 
Committee report); also New Member - MAAC Membership Application Forms will be available … 
 
House Bill 3782 and several others bills that were recently heard and approved by the Joint Transportation 
Committee will be discussed at the upcoming April 7 quarterly MAAC meeting  
 
MAAC would like to see all MAAC car club representatives and other interested auto 
enthusiasts attend this meeting.  
 

MAAC’s lobbyist JACK BARTLEY from the Beacon Hill Consulting Group, an avid auto enthusiast, 
will attend this meeting to answer questions about the importance of lobbying efforts on Beacon Hill.  
 
DO NOT MISS this meeting …!!! Mark your calendar and come to this important meeting…!!! 

 

Tail Fins …And parting thoughts !!!
 
 

MAAC - the Massachusetts Association of Auto Clubs -  is our voice at the state level, in Boston.  If and 
when, legislative activity at either the national or state level affects our hobby, we must respond in a timely 
manner to make our views known. Sitting back and doing nothing is the ‘easy way out’ but that will 
probably result in laws and regulations that hurt our hobby.    
 
MAAC cannot stand still… 
 
Please make sure that your auto club is a “member club” and that your 2016 Dues are paid !!! 

Report for the 2016 MAAC Officer Nominations  
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