
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Welcome to the ‘15 SPRING  Issue of the MAAC Newsletter !!! 
 
 

Officers and Board of Directors welcome you to the Spring 2015 newsletter…  If 
you have already  received a copy of this MAAC Newsletter and, in an effort to get the 

message out to all member clubs (or not yet members) of this association, please pass this along to 
another interested Auto Enthiusiast or Collector. The goals of this 
newsletter are: 
 

• Announce our upcoming meeting – Thursday Apr 23, 2015 at  7 PM  
• Announce that Slate of 2015 Officers  remains the same as 2014 
• Remind all association members (or not…) that 2015 Dues are Due  
• Ask for Volunteers for MAAC Info Booth at Bass Pro Thurs Nite 

Cruises  - to answer questions, handout info and membership apps. 
 

The President’s Message 
 
Well that was a rough winter!  As I attended some car club meetings (many cancelled 
because of weather), it seemed that the winter has affected modern cars owners (potholes) as 
well as old car owners (ability to get to workshops).  Spring is here, and so will start the "car 
season", but we have already started our look at the new legislation.  I also encourage club 
members to attend the Association's spring meeting.  We are going to be at Bass Pro Shop on 
April 23rd at 7PM and I look forward to meeting many of you again.  
         
Sadly, Steve Peluso has decided to step down from the board of directors.  Steve is a great 
champion for car owners around the commonwealth, and we will miss him.  If anyone is 
interested in joining the board of directors, please reach out to any officer and we will tell 
you all about it.  
         
I will repeat my request for photos of car club meetings around the state, please fill my mail 
box at mass.assoc.auto.clubs@gmail.com! Keep in mind that July 10th (Friday) is 2015 
National Collector Car Appreciation Day, and therefore is the most Important day of the year!  
 
So get out and drive something.

 
Remember, the dues are only $20.00 to SUPPORT this organization! 
 
     William Ellis – President of MAAC

 

NEXT MEETING !!! 
 

THURS – 7PM 
April 23, 2015 

Lower Level 
Bass Pro Shop  Rte 1 

FOXBORO, MA. 
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2014  Officers & Board of Directors 
 
 PRESIDENT:  William Ellis   
  William_Ellis@Lotsoc.com 
 
VICE PRES:   Dean Zwicker 508-285-3211 
  zwhizzerman@aol.com  
 
SECRETARY:  Dennis Newman   
 dma.newman@comcast.net  

 
TREASURER:   Doug Linden 508-485-7575 
 DougLinden@aol.com 
  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

 

John Buchanan  508-222-0929  
     usjbh@comcast.net 
Bruce Newcomb      
              brucenewcomb@hotmail.com  
Steve Peluso     
  SGP358@hotmail.com 
Jack Schnyer       781-447-1000    
   jschnyer@comcast.net 
 
Carl Weber    Hudson654@aol.com 
 
Tom Yoder      yoda@net1plus.com 

 
EDITOR  & WEBMEISTER:        

       Tom Yoder     978 502-6641   
     yoda@net1plus.com  

  

MAAC Website: www.massautoclubs.org 
 

In Memoriam  ~ MAAC Founder   
Paul J. Dias 1938 - 2012 

Meeting called to order by the President: 
 The Vice President started the meeting as the President was a few minutes late; upon arrival 

President Ellis assumed the role. 
 

Present: President, Vice President, Secretary and 15 others 
who signed in.  The Vice President asked all present introduced 
themselves and the clubs they represent. 
 
Secretary’s report: 
A motion was made and seconded to accept the Secretary's 
report as read and it unanimously accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s report: 
The treasurer was out of state but emailed  the current balance 
in the checking account. 
  
President report: 
President Ellis gave a reported that he had visited over 40 clubs 
and events over the 2014 season.  The theme was familiar in 
that many did not know of MAAC.  He informed those who 
listened that MAAC was for their benefit regardless of the 
type of vehicle they drove or interest in the hobby.  From the 
floor the President was asked, how many clubs are out there? 
The President Ellis noted he had compiled a list of 261 clubs 
representing about 40,000 members across the state.  
 
There have been a few persons that been stopped for YOM 
plate infractions by some local officers.  Once the President 
spoke to the Chiefs involved he was assured that some form of 
reeducation would be forthcoming or that no further action would 
be taken.  In one case, the ticket was paid before it could be 
dealt with. The President further noted that drivers using YOM 
and Antique plates must be aware of the restrictions that 
are placed on those plates by the MGL and/or RMV.  
 
He noted that three of the four cars in the MAAC display at the 
2014 World of Wheels show in Boston received awards for best 
in their respective classes, to which he offered congratulations to 
their owners.  He further observed a greater amount of foot 
traffic and interest by the attendees of what MAAC is doing and 
in his opinion, it was worthwhile.  Some of the greater interest 
appeared to be our location facing a main isle and a larger 
display show MAAC covers many hobby interests.  This said the 

BOD voted not to participate in 2015 as it was felt by the Board to few members helped man the 
booth and there seems to be little gained in the form of added membership.  However, we all noted 
that there were 3 new members here tonight who became aware of us while at the 2014 show. 

 
Correspondence: 
 No correspondence was received by the President or Secretary. 
 
Legislative Update: 

John Buchanan reported on and provided print out of the status of the four bills in the State House, 
copy attached.  Of the four, only one appears to have some life the others were sent out for study 
(essentially tabled for this session).  He suggested and the members present agreed that an email or 

Massachusetts Associations of Auto Clubs 
Meeting held 7:00PM, October 22, 2014 at the Bass Pro, Foxboro, MA. 

10/22/14 - Meeting Minutes - CONTINUED on NEXT PAGE. 
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better yet mail campaign might get the H3064 the restoration of YOM plates, to the Governor's desk.  
The printout included the members of the Transportation Committee and their contact information 
who needed to be contacted for support of this bill.   
 

Old Business:  
The President reported that he had tried several times, leaving messages, to reach Dave Roboson 
regarding the Street Rod Bill, but had not received any return calls. 
 

While there is still a desire to update the MAAC website it was noted that several clubs are getting 
away from websites in favor of some other form of social media or a lack of commitment to maintain 
them. Of note Hemmings reports that they have experienced an increase in club participation of the 
Sites Hemmings hosts.  Tom and the President will continue to work on this. 
 
John Buchanan spoke about the “Little Black Book of Legislative Success” that the Promotional 
Products Assoc. International makes available to their industry members that he feels could serve as 
a model for a MAAC version. He is continuing to work on an example for the members to review. 

 
New Business: 
 A general discussion regarding the BOD's decision to not participate in the 2015 WOW show was 

held.  This tended to focus on how to better market MAAC.  However, no clear direction was settled 
on.  The President offered to contact a person from his work, IBM, who does this sort of thing to get 
some ideas.  The body was encouraged to keep looking for better methods. 

 
 The President offered to construct a general letter of support for H3064.  However, it was agreed by 

many that the correspondence should be personalized so as not to be trashed by State House staff 
as a form letter. 

 
Good of the Association: 
 At the request of the President a motion was made and approved to allow the President to spend up 

to $50.00 for flyers to be passed out at the 10-30-14 Cruise night at Patriot Place.  It was further 
agreed that a PDF of the Flyer be sent out to all know clubs prior to the 2015 season.  

 
 Motion made and Seconded then passed to adjourn at 8:45PM 
 
The Next Meetings/Functions of MAAC will be, unless otherwise posted: 

• February 11, 2015 Board of Directors 

• April 23, 2015  General Meeting 

The minutes above are the best recollection and notes of the writer and are not approved until so 
moved by the MAAC membership at the next regular meeting of MAAC.       
   Respectfully submitted by Secretary MAAC 2014 Dennis Newman 
 

 

 

 
  

 
  
       (6 yr. older steel belted tire life safety rejection). 

 

 
Promoting the interests of the hobby… 
 

Since 1970, the Massachusetts Association of Auto Clubs (MAAC) has worked behind the scenes to 
protect the interests of ALL automotive enthusiasts, antique & collector car hobbyists in areas such as: 
Agreed value insurance; Year of manufacture license plates; Exempting antiques from emissions 
testing; and exempting vehicles built before 1966 from requiring seat belts. 
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MAAC was monitoring the following bills of interest throughout the 188th General Court which was convened 
on Wednesday January 7, 2013 and continued on through two legislative sessions until it ended on Tuesday 
January 6, 2015. MAAC presented position papers and testified on behalf of the hobby at the Joint Transportation 
Committee public hearings whenever possible. To say the process can be slow and intimidating because there are 
over 5,000 bills submitted and reviewed with each General Court with only a small fraction ever making it 
through to become law.  

That being said, we have, in the past, been blindsided when an onerous bill to 
our hobby interests makes it through this process and comes very close to 
becoming law as happened with a bill that would have banned the sale and 
installation of after-market exhaust systems in vehicles that were not the same 
as the original manufacturers design under the guise of controlling motorcycle 
exhaust noise.  

Since then, MAAC has attempted to monitor the legislative bills as they are posted and actively support or 
prevent legislation that affects our hobby when bills are scheduled for public hearings.  

MAAC also has a registered lobbyist that can be brought in to assist with this process when it is extremely 
important to act, but that is an expensive option only to be considered when it is justified as it was when passage 
of the Agreed Value Insurance legislation meant huge insurance premium savings for collector car owners with 
true replacement cost coverage policy’s that specialty underwriters like Grundy and Haggerty could provide. Up 
until that law was passed specialty underwriters were not legally allowed to sell their policies in Massachusetts. 

 

MAAC followed and acted upon the following four Bills during the last 188th General Court; 
 

Bill H.3016 By Ms. Ruth B. Balser of Newton, to increase road safety (6 yr. 
older steel belted tire life safety rejection). 
MAAC presented a paper in opposition stating the reasons that Chapter 90 
Section 7A should not be changed when 540 CMR 4.00 would be the proper form 
to dictated safe conditions and procedures for inspection of vehicle tires. MAAC 
also testified at the Joint Transportation Committee public hearing on 2/19/2014 in opposition to its 
passage.  
The Committee acted on it with a study order H4443 on 1/4/2014 with no further action on 1/6/2015 

Bill H.3149 By Mr. Theodore C. Speliotis of Danvers, to regulate motorcycle sound levels (82dB limit 
w. penalties).  
MAAC testified at the Joint Transportation Committee public hearing on 9/24/2013 in opposition to 
its passage because it also included vehicles, not just motorcycles, with inappropriate exhaust noise 
using unacceptable test methods along with punitive license suspension and fines. 

The Committee acted on it with a study order H4443 on 9/4/2014 with no further action on 1/6/2015 

Bill S.1637 By Mr. Brownsberger of Belmont, petition relative to motor vehicle registration plates 
(single plate).  

MAAC did not attend the public hearing held on for this bill although we neither support nor object 
to its passage 

The Committee acted on it with a study order H4443 on 9/4/2014 with no further action on 1/6/2015 

BEACON HILL WATCH 2014 (January 6, 2015 update) 
 

188th General Court (Session Ended) 

BEACON HILL WATCH 2014 (January 6, 2015 update) CONT'D NEXT PAGE 
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Bill H.3064 By Ms. Gobi of Spencer, An Act relative to year of manufacture 
registration plates (allow restoration) 

MAAC could not attend the public hearing for this bill held on 9/10/2013 
although strongly supported its passage. As a test of MAAC’s ability to impact 
passage of a bill without the aid of our lobbyist, late in the fall 2014 session we mounted a personal, letter 
and email campaign to move the bill out of the Bills in Third Reading where it had languished since 
10/16/2013.  

Following the campaign, H.3064 was read in third and passed to be engrossed on 12/8/2014. The engrossed 
bill was read on the Senate floor on 12/11/2014 and referred to the committee on Senate Ethics and Rules.   
Despite the efforts of Senator Ross who sits on the Ethics & Rules committee, he was unable to move it out 
of committee for a vote on the Senate floor, so no further action was taken on 1/6/2015. 

 
BEACON HILL WATCH 2015 (January 7, 2015) 

189th General Court (Session Began) 
 

MAAC is now reviewing all the House Bills submitted to the 189th General Court which the Clerk’s office 
posted on March 10. We are also awaiting the posting of the Senate Bills as we go to print. Attend the April 
23 MAAC Meeting to learn what bills of interest MAAC should be following over the next two years. Also, if 
you would like to help MAAC by attending the state house committee public hearings, testifying or developing 
position papers on the bills that affect our hobby, let us know.  

 
        

The Beacon Hill Watch  information is complied by Senior MAAC Director John Buchanan  / usjbh@comcast.net  
  

Report of the MAAC 2015 Nominations Committee 
 

During the January 2015 meeting, the MAAC 
Nominating Committee, Bruce Newcomb, 
chairperson proposed a slate of officers for 2015. At 
that meeting, it was also voted to accept this slate for 
presentation to the membership for a final vote at the 
April membership meeting, they are as follows: 

 
William Ellis   President 
Dean Zwicker  Vice-President 
Dennis Newman Secretary 
Doug Linden   Treasurer

What’s ‘On the Agenda’ for Our April Meeting ??? 
Update on the bills up on Beacon Hill, a critique on how MAAC can continue to get the word out as we 
head into the Summer 2015. WE will be holding our Annual 2015 Elections (see above Nomination 
Committee report); also New Member - MAAC Membership Application Forms will be available  
 
Mark your calendar and come to this important  meeting…!!! 

 
 
 

Tail Fins …And parting thoughts !!! 
 
 

MAAC - the Massachusetts Association of Auto Clubs -  is our voice at the state level, in Boston.  
If and when, legislative activity at either the national or state level affects our hobby, we must 
respond in a timely manner to make our views known. Sitting back and doing nothing is the ‘easy 
way out’ but that will probably result in laws and regulations that hurt our hobby.    
 
MAAC cannot stand still… 
 
Please make sure that your auto club is a “member club” and that your 2015 Dues are paid !!! 

BEACON HILL WATCH 2014 (January 6, 2015 update) CONT'D from Previous PAGE 
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